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The Picture Presentation and Their Riddles of Mara Daughters in Thai Version of
Buddhist Literatures
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Abstract

This article aims to study picture presentation of Mara daughters and the riddles they
created. The riddles were not only obstacles against the Buddha's noble practice but also
kinds of symbol in Buddhism. The result of this study is that pictures of Mara daughters
including Tanha, Oradee and Rakha appear in the Sutta Pitaka, Sakhatavaka, Mara Sangyut
and spread into Thai version of Buddhist literatures. Five of which are derived from Pali
language: Pradhamma Pathattakata, Samparavibakka, Pathom Somphothikatha, Dhika Pahum
and Mara Daughters Art. The pictures of Mara daughters comparatively represent defilements
occurring in human's mind. Besides, their names are obviously related to the Buddha's
teaching about five sensual desires: material form, voice, smell, taste and touch. Therefore,
their pictures and riddles shown in those five literatures are intended to make readers
understand more about the Buddha's teaching.
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