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ABSTRACT

In this article is to study the influence of Thai political changes upon the development of
the contemporary paintings in Thailand between 1938 and 1976. The thesis mainly aims at
studying the influence of Thai political system after the democratic revolution upon the
development of the contemporary paintings in Thailand. During the political revolution from
absolute monarchy to parliamentary democracy in 1932, there was a crucial change
in administration structure which was resulted from the power transition from the old guard
bureaucrats to a new group of military and civil officials called Kana Rasadorn or People’s Party.
During the country’s administration under Kana Rasadornand the issue of the first constitution
on December 10, 1932, Thai people have more freedom of thought and expressions well as the
creation of the contemporary paintings. The contemporary paintings have been developed from the
old-fashioned paintings for several reasons including the influence of Western arts since
the period of King Mongkut (Rama IV) , the study of modern arts in schools and universities,
and the impact from economic and political changes. Painters expressed their criticism of politics
from being depressed with the government in using violence in dispersing the mass rally causing a
large number of injured people and dead on October 14, 1973 and October 6, 1976. The demand
for democracy leads to the form of contemporary paintings called “Art for Life’s Sake” and
“Public Art” to reflect the fact happened in the society at that time. Consequently, painters used
contemporary paintings to express the changes in historical events instead of working for people in

the governing class or capitalists.
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The research reveals the influence of political changes in the country upon the development
of contemporary paintings. In addition, it may be pointed out that the contemporary paintings may
reflect social changes in terms of the tools for keeping the important political events for historical
studies. Moreover, painters may play crucial roles in creating value for society by presenting their
paintings to create political realization, developing contemporary paintings, and being a

part of the development in democracy and Thai Arts.
Keyword: Contemporary paintings, Thai political changes, Art for Life’s Sake, Public Art
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