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The Origin and the Social values reflected of Idiomatic Expressions in the Editorials of
Daily Newspapers
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Abstract

This research aims to study the origin and the social values reflected of idiomatic
expressions in the editorials of daily newspapers that were published and circulated from January
1, 2013 to December 31, 2013. The researcher collected the data from three newspapers—the
Krungthep Thurakij, the Thai Rath and the Matichon. The study has found to be derived from
stories, situations, and the surrounding environment. The expressions could be separated according to
origin into twelve categories, including nature and the environment, human nature, politics, wars and
fighting, economy and finance, foreign languages, sports, entertainment, science and technology, beliefs,
novels, and miscellaneous. Finally, the expressions reflected four social values: politics, education,

economy, and general social status. The expressions used in the editor’s notes carried figurative
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meanings different from their literal meanings. The characteristics of the expressions used in the
editor’s notes in the daily newspapers affected the mood and tone of the message and assist
readers in forming a clear image.

Keywords: Origin, Social values reflected, Idiomatic Expression, Editorials of Daily Newspapers
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