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“POVERTY IS ILLNESS”: Conceptual Metaphor of Thai reflected through Language Used
in the Pantip.com Website
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to analyze metaphorical expressions and conceptual
metaphors of “POVERTY IS ILLNESS” in Thai language. The study adopted the metaphor
framework presented by Lakoff and Johnson (1980). Data was collected from all kinds of chat

rooms in search engine smart office on Pantip.com website. The results of the study found 21
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metaphorical expressions, revealing Thai people compared poverty as an illness and obstacle in
life, affecting their body and mind unhealthy. As a result of these opinions, Thai language users
brought the abstract concept through their bodily perceptional experiences about Illnesses in order
to understand the concrete concept of poverty as a kind of illness. According to the results also
reflected the negative and positive opinions of Thai people about the poverty which was the bad
thing and had to be dispelled from their life. Similarly, illnesses had also to be cured. Meanwhile,

the poverty was the antibody, healing their body and mind healthy.

Keywords: Poverty, Illness, Metaphorical Expressions, Conceptual Metaphor, Language and
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