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ABSTRACT

“Urashima Taro” [J#i & AKES) is one of the most well-known ancient folk
literatures called “Monogatari” ( % 7% ) and considerably one of Japanese literary
masterpieces. The story is generally regarded that it contains certain characteristics of
entertaining folklores. “Time Expressions” technique can also be found in this story
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as the most obvious feature that provides an appreciation in literary taste to the
readers of all time. The earliest known record of “Urashima Taro” dates back to the
Nara period (710 - 794 A.D.) where it appears in Nihon Shoki HA<EFC Manyoshu i
#24E Tango no Kuni Fudoki FH#% E & 152 until modern times. Over the past years,
some contents and details in the Urashima Taro story have been evolved due to the
Japanese society’s changing views.

This study addresses “Urashima Taro” presented in “Otogizoshi” [l
#%) , a collection of illustrated prose narrative, 25th edition by Ichiko Teiji 5 &
7% published in 2006 by Iwanami Shoten Publishers &%)k in order to analysis
and clarify the significant use of figurative language through the witty use of “words”
that conveys deeper meaning than those implied by usual interpretation, and thereby
highlights the figurative language of “time expressions” as it appears to be the key
element of the story. The results of the study showed that the figurative language of
time expressions can be divided into three groups: 1) Frequently-used vocabulary 2)
Numerals and linguistic overlay and 3) Symbols of longevity represented with “turtle”
and “crane”.

Keywords: The Use of Words, Figurative Language, Time Expressions
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